BUCKINGHAM
and endeavour to do his best offices for concluding the match and strengthening the amity between the two crowns. But as for himself, he had so far disobliged him that he could not, without flattery, make the least profession of friendship to him. Olivares accepted the rebuff squarely, and replied in curt tones that he appreciated what he had spoken. Thereupon Buckingham, after taking his leave of the King, set off alone on horseback by his own wish, although the heat of the sun was very excessive, on the pretext of going to find the English fleet which was now due at Santander. With such a parting fresh in their memory the Spaniards were now fully prepared to find the Duke using all his efforts in England towards the frustration of the match, and according to a Venetian at the court of Spain his cevil disposition to this crown'1 was the principal topic of conversation after his departure.
The Prince soon joined his friend and together they rode towards the seaport of Santander. Early one morning, when they were only about six miles away from their destination, a messenger met them, bearing the joyous news of the arrival of Rutland's fleet. Whereupon Charles gazed at him, as he afterwards expressed it, cas upon one who had the face of an angel3. * The Duke of Buckingham's joy burst all bounds, and after kissing the bearer he drew from his finger a diamond ring worth more than a hundred pounds and gave it to him as a present.
On Sunday, September I4th, Charles gave a farewell banquet to the Spanish grandees who had accompanied him to Santander on board his vessel The Prince, and four days later the anchors were weighed and the swelling sails courted the breeze in all their white splendour, praying it to speed them on their journey. The Spaniards stood upon
* Comer to the Doge, Nov. 6th, 1623, Col. S. JP, F#it (1623-25), p. 144-1 NICHOLS, Progresses of Jews /, m, p. 909,
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